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Abstract

Presented article devoted to the issue of mutual relation between the activities
related to travelling, tourism and interest in visiting the places, respectively
landscapes marked by death and dying. The aim of this paper is to point out at
relationship interaction in historical - anthropological context and on the example
of the landscape of death - Poddukliansky region, situated in Slovakia - Polish
border. The region has a rich potential and availability of war heritage, generating
conditions for the development of alternative forms of tourism, specialized in the
creation of offers and products focused on publicity and drawing attention to the
cultural - historical heritage of the World War | & II. Particular attention is paid to
the war cemeteries, their spatial localization and present state assessment that
we have obtained by field research. The results of field research are documented
by cartographic attachment developed in a specialized geographic information
system QGIS.
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INTRODUCTION

A war and the events based thereon are momently linked with misery, suffer-
ing and dying. Poddukliansky region, situated on Slovakia - Poland border, is an
example of this landscape marked by death. The tragedy of the both World Wars
has appeared herein in a full force and it was seen not only by the decimated
human lives but by the destructive forces, which can be still identified in the land-
scape structure. Strategically important geographical location of the border region
predetermined by its presence of the Dukla Pass is a decisive determinant in mili-
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tary strategies and campaigns. Within living memory, the Carpathian saddles and
passes have provided an important migratory crossroads, entrance gateways that
facilitate the accessibility of the mountain range. Mainly merchants, travellers and
later on also soldiers took advantage of them. One of the branches of the Amber
Road led through the Dukla Pass, which passed through the historic territory of the
former Kingdom of Hungary to Galicia and Poland. The importance of this territory
confirms the existence of a historical journey from the time of the reign of Joseph
Il., the connector of North Zemplin municipalities and Poland, which served as the
military road and bears named after him “Jozefinka”. The increase of land usage for
military purposes is recorded in the late 18th century. In 1799, the General G. L. Re-
binder Corps passed through the Dukla Pass and a year later Surovov units under
lead of General I. Moroninsky passed through. After the battle of Austerlitz in 1805,
the Czarist troops under the lead of M. I. Kutuzov were passing the mountains on
their way back (Mikita 2005). Poddukliansky region was the most notable affected
by the World War I. and the World War II. The landscape has maintained the origi-
nal military objects: cemeteries and graves - the memento of tragic events directly
related to dying and death, predominantly represented in the area of national cul-
tural monuments Dukla battlefield. In the presented paper we pay special atten-
tion to them. The aim of the paper, from the theoretical standpoint is to develop
mutual interconnections between war, death, and tourism, and on the basis of the
fieldwork results to point out at the potential of Poddukliansky region. This region
is attractive for its possibilities of development of alternative forms of tourism that
associate with visiting places, respectively landscapes, connected to death and
misfortune in consequence of war conflict. In particular, we pay attention to al-
ternative forms of tourism, such as dark tourism (Lennon, Foley 1996), (Sharpley,
Stone 2009), thanatourism (Tanas 2013), as well as anthropological reflection on
death and society (Aries 1974), (Davies 2005). Special emphasis is put on aspects
of the war cemeteries and their spatial placement in general (Hubkova 2010), (Ma-
linova 2002), as well as in specific examples and data obtained by field research
(Slivkova 2011). The results of field research documenting relevant attachments.

AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

The main aim of the paper is to point out on the disposable potential of studied
territory through its existing wartime heritage, namely the war cemeteries and
graves from the period of the First World War that are preserved in situ (in its origi-
nal location). Pursuant to the main aim we set partial aims as follow:

1. To realize the spatial identification of war cemeteries and graves from the
period of World War | in the studied area

2. To prepare spatial localization of the war cemeteries and graves from the period
of World War | by recording their geographic location by GPS coordinates
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3. To create the cartographic attachment that will show the acquired results based
on the previous two partial aims

To achieve the aims we realized field research in which we applied mainly the
explanatory-descriptive method. The basis of this method was to provide realistic
and spatially oriented description of war objects ranging from initial observations
in the field to the clarification and systematization of theoretical knowledge, which
are analysed in the chapters describing the war cemeteries in relation to the geo-
graphical features of the area of interest. In addition to the explanatory-descriptive
method we have used a supplementary method of geographic information systems,
based on the application of geographic information technologies. By application
the geographic information systems we have achieved analytical processing, to be
specific we have created the spatial analysis of data gathered by field research, and
subsequently we have transferred them into the visual form of maps. Cartograph-
ic maps were prepared by using specialized geographic information system QGIS,
working on the basis of Open source software. The source of cartographic infor-
mation OpenStreetMap is off-the-shelf upgrade of QGIS software under the name
of OpenLayers plugin. The basic data base for geographic information system that
is generated and provided by Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre Authority of
Slovak Repubilic, as well as self-created vector layer in QGIS software interface have
been a source of vector data.

INTRODUCTION TO DEATH - ANTHROPOLOGICAL DISCOURSE

The understanding of death as an integral part of life and formation of vital attri-
butes has a cardinal importance. It is the path of knowledge and the cultivation of
values attributed to life. In this context, we can claim that the intellectual insight
of human is very important. As an intro to the indicated issue, we would like to
use the phrase of one of the leading specialists in the aspects of death and the
manner of its interpretation of societal conventions, Professor D. J. Davies “Words
Against Death” This phrase was used in the essay: Death, Ritual and Belief by Davies
as a fundamental understanding the issue. Death and its variable forms of inter-
pretation are there for us as a reminder of our mortality. Ariés (1974) speaks of
death as of taming, natural and unavoidable part of the culture and spiritually
mature society. Death is not only a kind of entity of personal reflection awareness
of non-being in this world, but it is also a salutary habitat impulse, that is acquired
by connection between the everyday experiences and particular death. In that
sense, we can mention an interesting philosophical reflection of anthropologist
Leach (1961, p. 34): “for the human, it is significant to create contradictions and op-
posites association such as between day and night - life and death. Religion is trying to
convince us to think about the dead as it was the night.” Ariés (in Davies 2005) states
that in the 18t century, death became interested in public affairs; human became
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to be more interested in the death of others than his own. Therefore, we can con-
sider the 18" century as a breakthrough thanks to the progressing understanding
of death, which was not more the taboo topics in society. Ariés has defined the
period between the 12" and 18™ century as a period in which the death was some-
thing unentitled (Davies 2005). In the 19t and 20%" centuries, death has become the
subject of interest of scientific research. The specific contribution was provided by
scientific disciplines of anthropology and sociology. They pointed out, how the in-
dividual identity relates to the wider community, including ancestors and deities,
and how human identity changes with the death of a member of the community
(Davies 2005). In a reflection (Malinowski 1974) about the anthropology of death,
we can distinguish the adaptation features between death and life, fear and hope
at the end of which stands the desire for life. Malinowski emphasized the idea that
a human facing death tries to maintain a positive attitude towards life. The oppo-
site approach was adopted by Sigmund Freud. By using the word Thanatos (a word
of Greek origin, expresses the name of the ancient Greek God of death and the
death itself) he named the death instinct that prevails in human. Freud considered
it as a negative and destructive force that constantly precipitated human creativity
and desire to live (Davies 2005). In aforesaid academic works, there is evident hu-
manistic and secular view of death. Changing the view of death was closely linked
to the change of philosophy of life. In successive steps the death as a public taboo
became res publica (public property). Discourses about God, religion through the
authority of church dogmatism were replaced by interest in human and in the
world as a space for life and self-realization. Davies (2005) notes that this shift has
resulted in the transition from religiosity to spirituality. The theme of spirituali-
ty began to be generally accepted as a useful concept to describe the depth and
quality of life (McGinn 1973). Experience and liberty of speech were naturally based
on the desire to live their lives as much as possible in clear and authentic way.

The current social trend is mostly characterized by increasing dependency on
personal lifestyle choices, which only emphasize and underlie the individual con-
sumer lifestyle. This trend can be also observed by changes in tourism consum-
er behaviour. Individual consumption of tourism contributes to the genesis of
non-traditional alternative forms and it extends the base of the so-called special
interest tourism, respectively niche tourism. In the special interest tourism, there
are often reflected sociological and psychological aspects of the subjects, for in-
stance the added value of amplify living (emotionalism), authenticity and identi-
ty of a particular target site (destination, region). It is the result of mutual interac-
tion within which stands on the one side pragmatic and experienced bearer of the
demand for tourism and services, on the other side, there is undeniable influence
of the media and availability of information, significantly influencing personality,
value system and the human being needs.
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DEATH AND TRAVELING

As we have already mentioned, although the process opens taboo topics of death
in the 18" century, the most notable increasing tendency of interest in death has
been observed in the 20% century. In consideration of the predominance of cat-
aclysmic/thanatological information and news in the today’s media, we can per-
ceive the death as a modern phenomenon, and the trend of mass media cover-
age. The theme of death and dying infiltrates daily to our households through the
media, we have become its natural consumers. It has unsurprisingly influenced
the ideas, needs and wishes of tourism participants, who have begun to prefer and
search for those forms of tourism and destination, providing knowledge, remind-
ers and experiences immediately concerned with tragedy, misery, suffering, terror
and dying oriented sites. The interest in death is not a new social phenomenon. As
an example, we can mention the gladiatorial games from the ancient Rome, me-
dieval pilgrimages and public executions. We can consider them to be early forms
of tourism in association with death and dying, which showed some signs of orga-
nized activities. Another example is the first registered tour guide in England from
1838, combined with a trip by train in order to testimonies from the execution
of two murderers. Sight-seeing of Paris in the 19% century was preceded by visit-
ing morgues, which can be described as the forerunners of the Body World’s ex-
hibitions. Seaton holds the view that death, suffering and tourism exist in mutual
harmony for several centuries (Sharpley, Stone 2009). As an example, he presents
the surviving records of visits to the battlefield of Waterloo from 1816, when visi-
tors could directly be spectators and be part of the fighting and dying but also of
dying the participants themselves. Until the late 20™ century, the site belonged
to the most visited and popular places among tourists in Belgium. Namely, the
battlefields represent the most typical examples of landscapes marked by death,
so called deathscapes. They are directly linked to decimation of lives. Deathscapes
issue is the main concern of the authors Maddrell, Sidaway (2010). In their epony-
mous study, they define them as spaces for death, dying, mourning and remem-
brance. Any activities related to the visit rate of battlefields are dated back to
ancient times. For instance, we can mention written surviving records of ancient
Greeks and their visiting of Thermopylae battlefield; perhaps even fabled Troy.
In the last two centuries, the both organized activities took form and nature of
tourism. The origins associated with organized visit rate of battlefields and sites
can be found in modern England, Germany and later in the US. At the beginning of
the American Civil War, on 215 July 1861, in the immediate vicinity of the ongoing
Battle of Bull Run, there was organized a picnic for visitors from Washington. The
principal aim was to observe the flow of fighting that came to the end as one of
the largest massacres. Similar incidents took place around Gettysburg (Jedrysiak,
Mikos von Rohrscheidt 2011). The oldest guides and tourist maps of the battle-
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fields appeared before the end of the 19th century. In 1902, Thomas Cook’s Travel
agency organized tours to South Africa for the British, during which the partici-
pants could idly watch during the fighting in the Boer War (Jedrysiak, Mikos von
Rohrscheidt 2011). Immediately after the war, English and French veterans began
mass visitation of locations, where World War | took place, i.e. Verdun, the Somme
and Ypres straightaway in 1920. Another example is the mass attendance of large
organized Australians tours in the Turkish Gallipoli battlefield. After the World War
I, especially Ardennes, respectively binding sites of the allied invasion of Nor-
mandy have become the target place for tourists. Even US tourists started to hunt
these sites.

DEATH AS A CURRENT TREND IN TOURISM

Currently, the alternative forms of tourism outweigh those that are primary associ-
ated with death, misery, suffering, etc. This trend is highlighted by the number of
created alternative forms of tourism terminology, which started to intensify espe-
cially in the past two decennia:

— Black spot tourism (Rojek, 1993)

— Thanatourism (Seaton, 1996)

— Dark tourism (Lennon and Foley, 1996)

— Holocaust tourism (Ashworth, 1996)

—  Morbid tourism (Blom, 2000)

- Slavery tourism (Dann and Seaton, 2001)

- Prison tourism (Strange and Kempa, 2003)

- Fright tourism (Bristow and Newman, 2004)

- Atrocity tourism (Ashworth and Hartmann, 2005)

Among other equivalences, we can mention: necro tourism, grief tourism, black
tourism, war tourism, military tourism, battlefield tourism, etc.

Travel writers were the first to describe the tourism to deadly places. An example
of this is Patrick Jake “P. J." O’Rourke and his work Holidays in Hell from 19809. It is the
travel writings about the world’s worst places in the 1980s (Warsaw, Belfast etc.). Ac-
ademic interest of the problem is dated to the early 1990s. It was the study of so-
ciologist Chris Rojek (Ways of Escape: Modern Transformations in Leisure and Travel,
1993), where he first time used the term necro fever in response to the term black
spots - visit rate of places marked by death and dying, or places of death of celebri-
ties (Sharpley, Stone 2009). Commercially most frequent term in terminology is the
concept of dark tourism. Dark tourism is defined by Foley and Lennon (1996, p. 3)
as “the phenomenon which encompasses the presentation and consumption (by visi-
tors) of real and commodified death and disaster sites.” Tony Seaton first used Than-
atos and thanatourism, as a term to describe death-related tourism in 1996. Philip
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Stone and Richard Sharpley they have coined the term product of dark tourism. They
defined Dark tourism as the act of travel and visitation to sites, attractions and ex-
hibitions that have real or recreated death, suffering or the seemingly macabre as
a main theme.

Dark tourism or thanatourism is essentially a behavioural phenomenon, based

on behavioural perspective.

Taking into account the behavioural perspective, Seaton has defined five cate-

gories of dark travel activities (Sharpley, Stone 2009):

1.
2.

Travel to witness public enactments of death.
Travel to see the sites of individual or mass deaths after they have occurred
(battlefields, death camps).

. Travel to memorials or internment sites, including graveyards, cenotaphs,

crypts and war memorials.

Travel to see evidence or symbolic representations of death at unconnected
sites, such as museums containing weapons of death or attractions that recon-
struct specific events or activities.

. Travel for re-enactments or simulation of death (festivals, re-enactment of

famous battles).

Tanas (2013) created the original motives typology of visiting sites/objects that

are connected to death. He divided them into two groups:

The first group is represented by motives referring to the sacrum (sacred):

1. Religious motive - based on religious needs, which binds to the cult of
the dead and relics. A typical declaration of tourist activity is a visit rate of
graves and relics possession.

2. ldentity motive - related to the searching for ancestors, uncovering the
history, family, local or national identity (roots tourism).

3. Empathy motive - based on the need for expression and sharing empathy
with the survivors of the gone. This includes visitation of the graves of
victims from wars, the Holocaust, and disaster and sites documenting the
tragic events.

4. The motive of memory - related to keeping and maintaining the memory
of the late, tragic event. It is connected to visit rate of memorial sites (me-
morials, cemeteries, etc.).

The second group are the motives included in opposite sphere so-called profa-
num (profane):

1. Cognition motive - related to cognition of history and culture in connec-
tion with the death or dead.

2. Curiosity motive - it is presented by interest to see and by experience to
do something unusual, original, and unique.
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The motive of entertainment - with a predominance of fictive mediation
of activities that provide an entertainment.

Motive of emotion - based on the global development of pop culture
and mass culture (need for emotions of fear, anxiety, through the fiction-
al mediation of death).

Tanas$ classifies tourism associated with death (thanatourism) as cultural
tourism. He emphasises the cognitive and educative function. Building on the ty-
pology of motives in the primary relation sacrum - profanum, the author specified
the content of thanatourism by manner of interpretation of death and the organiza-
tion of tourist activities in the areas of theirimplementation as follows (Tanas, 2013):

1. Act to death - it is visiting places by tourists, where the tourists face a real risk,
respectively life-threatening. Such a participant often attends the sites of mil-
itary conflicts, an active war zone and he deliberately searches for a real con-
frontation with death, dying, and he seeks the greatest authenticity of survival.
Participant is witness to the tragic events.

2. Documentation of death - a visit of the places, where the tourist meets with ar-
tefacts documenting deaths in historical context. Tanas$ (2013) states specific
examples of sites documenting death:

exhibitions, museums and other objects documenting the atrocities
committed against the people, the Holocaust, the mass murders, terror-
ist attacks etc.

exhibitions, museums and other objects documenting the incidents re-
sulting in death (villeinage, epidemics, disasters, cataclysms and others)
exhibitions, museums and other objects collecting the material and im-
material artefacts related to death and dying (magic, burying rituals,
customs and traditions at funerals, etc.).

places that collect human bodies torsos

preserved, protected and unaltered objects and drawings documenting
the end of life

3. Commemoration of the death - tourists visit the place with commemorative
function, mentioning death (causes and way death) and awareness of the value
of life:

places with graveyards functions such as cemeteries, graves, crypts, cata-
combs, an ossuary

monuments, memorials, mausoleums

cathedrals with the burial, symbolic and religious function in the context
of image of death

sceneries, objects and illustrations about the passing of human life
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4. Staging of death - method of pretending the simulated/unreal death:

-  cultural events with the view to provide the reconstruction of historical
events and with the demonstration of dying and death (reconstruction of
historic battles, pogroms)

- cultural or religious events connected to traditions referring to an act of
death (calvary, ceremonies on the occasion of All Saints, voodoo rituals,
Halloween, etc.).

- performances and rendering, in which death plays a significant role (film,
literature, painting, sculpture, etc.)

- all other performances, objects and illusory rendering attached to the
death, with the aim of attracting staged emotions (empathy, grief, fear,
anxiety, etc.)

5. Recreation - it is a way of organizing visits that are thematically focused on the
interpretation of death in the form of cognition and entertainment:

- cemeteries, parks and battlefields adapted for recreational purposes to
provide the regeneration of physical and mental powers of participants

- amusement objects and places involving experience, emotionality but
also knowledge (palace of fear, museums of horror, torture chambers,
paintball, etc.)

Since the 1960s, in Western Europe; it began a rebounding conviction for the
protection of cultural heritage, the number of redevelopment and reconstruction
work in order to preserve these historical war sites for future generations have in-
creased. Mihalic (1996, p. 234) described the connection between war and tourism
as follows: “when the war is over, it becomes part of the historical memory of a certain
destination and this memory becomes a tourist attraction”. Ironically, after the de-
struction of the historical and cultural legacy by the war, the war is a tool for re-
vitalization and reconstruction of the devastated country. As Smith notes (1996),
memorabilia of warfare and allied products probably constitutes the largest single
category of tourist attractions in the world. War heritage should have present
events of last centuries, binding to specific people and places. By utilization of
tourism, the representation of historical and cultural heritage should supply an ex-
planation and understanding of war facts and their dependence, and subsequent-
ly provide understanding of the relationship between past, present and future. The
way of their protection refers to the formal achievement of status as part of the cul-
tural heritage or to enlightenment and awareness of individuals and companies
that are trying to preserve and protect their own culture and history.

In consideration of Smith statement, we can claim that the war heritage is rep-
resented by wide range of facilities and sites binding to the historical war incidents
and personalities. Tourism specialized on war heritage, its promotion, preservation
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Map 1 Spatial location of the Dukla battlefield
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and presentation to the current and future generations was defined by Mikos von
Rohrscheidt (2008) with the usage of tourism activities. Their aim is to provide indi-
vidual experience or education by means of the visiting places and objects of de-
fensive nature and importance, in connection with the war, the military, generals
and soldiers.

Poddukliansky region is abundant in war heritage from the both World Wars.
Based on the following classification of Lawin, Stasiak (2009), in the area of interest
are represented all types of military attractions:

1. Various defence facilities (bunkers of the 3rd Czechoslovak Brigade Staff in the
cadastre of village Vy3ny Komarnik)

2. Battlefields (The National cultural landmark Dukla battlefield)

3. Military museums or other museums with military depository (The Museum
Branch of the Museum of Military History in Svidnik, observation Tower Dukla
with an exhibition focused on renovation of war-devastated Poddukliansky
region in the cadastre of village VySny Komarnik)

4, Monument commemorating historical events (the Monument of the Soviet
Army in Svidnik, the monument of the Czechoslovak Armed Corps in the ca-
dastre of VySny Komarnik, the monument to fallen Soviet pilots in the village
Dlhora, the monument to the Fallen in the World War | and Il in the cadastre of
village Kec¢kovce, the memorial to the victims of World War | in the cadastre of
village Jurkova Vola, commemorative plaque of M. I. Kutuzov in Svidnik, com-
memorative plaques on the occasion of liberation of the village, which is repre-
sented in the many different municipalities of the district)

5. Places linked with an important military captain (e.g. Monument of General J.
Vedral - Sézavsky, at the place of a tragic incident, where Sazavsky died; in the
cadastre of village Vy$ny Komarnik)

6. Mounds and cemeteries of fallen soldiers (Table 1)

7. Military meetings and events (meetings of lovers of military history, reconstruc-
tion of battles in the area of the Dukla battlefield, thematic exhibitions etc.).

CEMETERY AS A LANDSCAPE ELEMENT

Cemeteries are often seen only as a special place to bury the dead bodies. But for
many people, cemeteries have other functions and meanings. Hupkova (2009, p. 8)
points out that “cemeteries are a significant part of the cultural heritage. The cemetery
joins material cultural and historical memo represented by gravestones, symbols and
signs with spiritual message. It creates a specific atmosphere reflecting the culture of
the local population.” The perception of death, the way of burying, rituals and tra-
ditions associated with the funeral, the cemetery appearance and legislative and
economic context of burying vary in space and time. Cemetery pattern affects the
physical-geographical conditions (relief, hydrological conditions, fauna and flora)
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and local socio-historical conditions (history and culture). If a cemetery has a special
distinctive function, it is formed mainly by material objects and spiritual message
blending. A substantial culture is created by cemeteries, particularly through the
cemetery’s architecture. Graves and cemeteries are sometimes the only source of
information about the very long gone past and about the people’s way of life. The
grave itself is a reflection of a burial rite. Cemeteries are also a significant compo-
nent in urban planning (protection zones, development forecast and new suitable
areas for cemeteries) (Hupkova 2010).

The type and appearance of gravestones have changed over time and passed
through different stages of development. The gravestones of all kinds of shapes
and types can be found in the older part of the cemeteries. In the newer part of the
cemeteries are found mostly similar looking gravestones. Cemeteries architecture
was influenced by the cultural and artistic movements. Inter alia, thanks to ceme-
teries we can be kept memories of important national personalities and also the
personalities of local importance (Hupkova 2010).

Cemeteries can provide information on the demographic development of the
country. There are cemeteries that have problems with space shortage; others are
nearly empty. According to gravestones we can also state that no-new inhabi-
tants would move to municipality, because most of the deceased are buried in old
family graves. Location of graves in cemeteries provides information about its reli-
gious character of the area. In the strong religious areas are graves oriented purely
towards the east - west, which corresponds to Christian doctrine. In other areas
there are graves oriented in different directions. Cemeteries in traditionally reli-
gious areas are characterized by a high number of family tombs, sightlines graves
and large number of religious symbols. A substantial number of religious symbols
on new graves are typical (Hupkové 2010).

WAR CEMETERIES

War cemetery is a surface anthropogenic form that is used for funerary purposes.
Soldiers, prominent military captains and heroes are buried here. War cemeteries
are characterized by simplicity and uniformity of gravestones and create premedi-
tated spatial structure. Simple expression makes them different from the civil cem-
eteries.

Memorials of prominent personalities and heroes and also the Monument to
the Fallen, who died in strategic military attacks and incidents, are part of the war
cemeteries (Krokusova, Cech 2013).

Space solution is determined by the range of buried victims. War cemeteries
can create a mass-grave or individual graves. Their appearance needs to be prear-
ranged with architects. Graves use to be typically arranged in rows and other geo-
metric figures with sustainable landscape architecture. Some larger war cemeter-
ies have their own original appearance strictly prescribed by country order where
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Image 1 The monument of the Czechoslovak Armed Corps with war cemetery
Author: T. Pasterndk

death soldiers were from (Sonsky 2002). The concept of war cemeteries is done by
genius loci. Dominant expressive tools are meadows, hills, horizon, earth and sky,
symbolizing the eternal cycle of life and death. Before the usual pathosand monu-
mentality it prefers the atmosphere of humility and piety (Kapisinska 2009).

After the World War |, peace treaties ensure the burials of fallen warriors. These
were contracts that ended the war: The Treaty of Saint-Germain-en-Laye, The
Treaty of Trianon, The Treaty of Versailles and the Treaty of Neuilly-sur-Seine. All
countries accepted these treaties because each country had foreign fallen soldiers
on its territory (Malinovéd 2002). The Geneva Convention from 1938 is concerned
with war graves in more detail. Entombing duty covers all cases of fallen soldiers
burials right on the battlefield and those who died as a result of war injuries. Ac-
cording to the Geneva Convention orders, countries are under the obligation to
take care of war graves and maintain them in a recognizable state. A certain excep-
tion was the communist behaviour, which acted on the graves of their enemies,
as well as they acted on the other ideologically inconvenient groups. For instance
overgrown, abandoned or lost graves of German soldiers were part of the normal
urban cemeteries. (Malinova 2002).

First and foremost, the idea and the reason for their creation were their peace-
ful message and reminder of the senselessness of war conflicts which have result-
ed in enormous loss of life. Especially for those, who fought in the war and survived
these conflicts, the idea of commemoration of fallen soldiers, from any country and
fought on the side of anyone, is understandable. By reason that the one who expe-
rienced the war first-hand, he never wants to let anything like that. Human victims
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Image 2 German war cemetery in the village Hunkovce near Dukla Pass
Author: T. Pasterndk

are a result of war and war memorials are built for their honour. Their function is to
warn and remind the war its consequences.

There are a number of important documents issued by the Central Inspectorate
of War Graves, which laid down the arrangements of war graves and define the
concepts of war grave military grave. These documents are located in Bratislava, in
the Military History Archive. One of these documents includes instructions, where
we can find both definitions; war graves and military (peacekeeping) graves; ac-
cording to the period in which they were referred to (peacekeeping). The Central
Inspectorate of War Graves delimitated the period, in which the graves of the fallen
and deceased soldiers are named war graves. Every other military grave built out of
this period is the grave military (peacekeeping) (Bystricky 2007).

- War grave is the one military grave, which originated in the time of World War |,
i.e. from the date of its declaration until 31 December, 1919. There is an excep-
tion, in case when the soldier’s death was the result of circumstances that were
not related to the extraordinary hostilities. They are classified as military graves
(peace) (Bystricky 2007).

- Military (piecekeeping) grave is every military grave built out of wartime and it is
voidable after the time prescribed by law. These graves also include graves from
the war period, in which the death of the deceased soldier was caused by a cir-
cumstance which was not related to the extraordinary hostilities (Bystricky 2007).

The term war grave is also defined in Slovak republic legislation. According to
paragraph 2. Article a) of Act 130/2005 Coll. about the war graves, as amended,

Folia Geographica, Volume 59, No. 1, 36-59, (2017) 49




¥

lm v The landscapes of death: relation between war, death and tourism

war grave is a place where human remains of war victims are buried, as well as a place
with gravestone, memorial, other pious symbol or a commemorative place that remind
awar event.

Besides the war grave, Slovak legislation defines the term war cemetery. The
entire text is: ,war cemetery is a cemetery, where the war victims or deceased are buried
in individual or common graves as a result of the wars after 1914”(Obrana 2014, p.7).

The presence of the war cemeteries associates with area that is linked with mil-
itary activity or war accidents. During the World Wars, war cemeteries were built
directly in the area that is related to the war (e.g. Douaumont ossuary, Gettysburg
National Cemetery, war cemeteries in Dukla Pass in the Carpathians). Nowadays,
there are ongoing conflict in other geopolitical and spatial contexts and burial of
fallen soldiers is no longer bind on the battlefield (e.g. American soldiers who died
during military operations in Irag, Afghanistan are buried in the US).

Localization of the war cemeteries, from both World Wars, is connected to space
(spaces) directly related to war operations, respectively to spaces indirectly affect-
ed and influenced by military activities. By the basic definition of the country, we
can identify those places where war cemeteries were created.

complex of great historical battles,

at the crossing points of military fronts,

in places of heavy fighting and strategic points (attitudes, passes),
nearby military bases,

nearby military hospitals, general hospitals and prison camps,

as a segregated part of the civil urban cemetery,

as part of large cemeteries which have declared national status,
as a segregated part of rural cemeteries,

scattered about the edges of rural communities or in forests.

Sm 0 a0 oo

According to the genesis, we can identify two types of war cemeteries:

1. The war cemeteries spatially oriented in the peripheral zone of the urban cem-
etery
—  We can include cemeteries in the urban part of municipalities, that are
marginal part of urban cemetery and they are located in the elevated
terrain above the municipality,
2. Scattered war cemeteries
—  Transfer of front lines was bind in position to the mountain ridges
(passes), so these cemeteries were created in strategic attitudes. Many
cemeteries have graves scattered and their localization is difficult.
Usually, they are located outside of urban communities and blend with
the environment. They are typical scattered graves whose localization is
ambiguous (Slivkova 2011).
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Map 2 Spatial location of the war cemeteries in the Svidnik district
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Another specific element connected to the war cemetery is the vegetation that
creates and harmonizes the appearance of the cemetery. In the area of the Carpath-
ians there was the rule that at the war cemeteries were planted spruces and around
were planted hawthorn. Exactly these plants can help us identify already forgotten
and abandoned sites even today after more than ninety years (Slivkova 2011).

Other declaration of harmony at war cemeteries with the surrounding natural
environment is the use of natural materials in the formation of gravestones. The
reason is practical as well as aesthetic. In time of war, it was the most available
material. Moreover, if we take into account the nature of the Carpathians, wood
and natural stone intensify the atmosphere of the place. The most commonly used
wood for the crosses is birch. Due to the religious background of the northeast
region in Slovakia, the most common version of the cross is Roman Catholic or
Orthodox. In terms of the use of natural stone, the granite is the most dominant.
A specific fragment to identify the war graves is an iron star. This marking is typical
of war graves, which are part of civil rural cemeteries.

Overall, we can claim that the war cemeteries in terms of their location and
composition of the country were “ancestors” of civil cemeteries. Their overall ap-
pearance, spatial structure and predisposing solutions taking into account physical
and geographical circumstances of a particular country landscape allows them to
create a unified and harmonious complex in the country.

FIELD RESEARCH AS A KNOWLEDGE BASE OF CURRENT STATE
OF WAR CEMETERIES

A fundamental information source was a study of Igor Slepcov, a regional histori-
an, devoted to issues of war cemeteries from the period of World War | in eastern
Slovakia. In this study, the author presents statistical data of the war cemeteries
and graves, as well as the list of names of municipalities in which the individual
objects are located. The author, however, does not offer the further explanation of
the spatial localization of cemeteries and does not provide information that would
facilitate the process of their identification and orientation in the field. This fact
has become an impulse towards to the one year field research. Overall, we visited
40 municipalities of Svidnik district and especially we mapped war objects in the
district town, Svidnik. As a result of the research activity, we are presenting a set of
geographic knowledge clarifying how to identify war objects in the field by using
identifiers that emerge from the geographical characteristics of the territory. At
the same time, we provide the clarification of its geographic location with usage of
GPS and we briefly evaluate the current status of objects in the attachment.

In regard to the current state of objects that can be described as alarming, the
identification of these objects in terrain was very difficult and challenging. Many
times the locals themselves have shown willingness to help us, mostly witnesses
to the World War Il events. Other times we had to rely on our own intuition and try
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to orientate in the terrain on the bases of the geographical characteristics of the
territory.

Basic identifiers of war cemeteries situated in the Poddukliansky region are:

1. Stand alone central conifer or isolated line of trees in an atypical regular arrange-
ment situated in an elevated terrain
The regular trees, usually conifers, surrounded on perimeter by hawthorn indi-
cate the presence of the war object. In many cases, the central conifer is a sub-
stitution of central cross or symbol. In the lower elevations and near water
courses, the cemetery is mostly surrounded by hornbeam, oak, birch or bush-
land alley. In this group we include war cemeteries in villages e.g. Mlynérovce,
Rovné, Vysny Orlik, Nizny Orlik, Hunkovce. They are located in the elevated
ground above the village or isolated by the water course. Most of them are in
unkept condition; they are not crossable because of flight wood species and
heavy bush vegetation.

2. War Cemetery as a part of the public cemetery
The spatial localization of the war cemeteries in Svidnik district is most often
linked to the marginal zone of the public cemetery. Border fence of the cem-
etery is natural hedge, such as arborvitae, spruce, rosebush, hawthorn, oak,
rowan and others, or building materials such as wood, stone, iron. If the orig-
inal or provisional fence has not preserved, the presence of the object would
be indicated by terrain increases of graves. If the graves are not marked with
crosses or metal stars, it is difficult to identify them; define the exact boundar-
ies between civil and war graves is challenging. Typologically we include here
the majority of cemeteries, for example in Nizny Miro3ov, Korejovce, Krajna
Porubka, Kapisova, Krajné Cierno, Krajna Bystra, Havranec, Svidnicka, Sarbov
etc. Nowadays, several objects are almost extinct. Original fence was main-
tained sporadically, graves miss signification in the form of a cross, metal star,
central symbol and especially the signboard.

3. Scattered graves in the municipalities
The increased concentration of the dead on the battlefield required immediate
action to prevent humiliation of bodies and spreading of infection. The result
of the hastened victims’ burial are scattered graves, whose identification and
precise localization is the most difficult of all these typological groups. In many
cases, we do not even know about their existence. For instance, in surrounding
forest around Radoma (Radoma ., Radoma lll., Radoma IV.) are three war ceme-
teries. These are typical scattered graves, whose localization is not clear without
using an archival evidence and practical experience in the field.

The current status, spatial location and statistical data of the number of grave
sites and of victims points out the following table 1.
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Table 1 The analysis of the spatial location and the current state of the war cemeteries
from the World War | in the Svidnik district

No. Village Ot.)jectc Current. state of Numper Number
lokalization object of buried of graves
1 | Benadikovce 49°13'40.20"N | hardly identifiable, | Befadikovce |- 14 -
21°32'51.90"E unkept Benadikovce Il - 9 1
2 |Bodruzal ;?3112%?)(())’; located, well-kept 400 39
3 |Cernina ;321222?(1);'; located, well-kept 326 70
4 | Dlhona ;?212222,,'; located, unkept 24 12
s fowos | wmeen | |
6 |Havranec ;?Zéi,ﬁgg,,’; located, well-kept 10 5
7 |Hunkovce ;?:2;’35322”’:\5‘ located, unkept 159 21
8 |Kapisova ;?23222;::,’; located, unkept 16 10
9 |Keckovce ;?Zggi%gﬂ,l: located, unkept 59 11
10 | Korejovce g?i;gi?;g": located, well-kept 5 5
11 |Krajna Bystra ;?213()),1222%”[: located, unkept 64 29
12 |Krajna Polana ;3311’:113;;(())”['\51 hardlyuirc]ilf:;itfiable, 20 9
13 | Krajna Porubka ;?221542?)(())”’; located, well-kept 38 23
14 | Krajné Cierno 22219’?;3%”'; located, unkept 5 2
15 |Kruzlova 2?21"11925%”'; supposedly extinct 5 5
16 | Kurimka ﬁgg;;lg': Not located 20 15
17 | Ladomirova ‘;?(;133’53216%"'; located, well-kept 286 84
18 | Medvedie ;?Z-Z:gf)g”,; located, unkept 116 43
19 | Mirola ;?:13,‘(‘)‘1‘132”,; supposedly extinct 6 2
20 | Mlynarovce 232132,(());;19”,; located, unkept 750 131
21 |Nizna Pisana g?igigﬁig"; located, unkept 4 4
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49°22'29.70"N

22 | Nizny Komarnik 21°41'54.20"E Not located 13 4
o 49°21'25.40"N Nizny MiroSov | - 14
23 | Nizny MiroSov oo h located, well-kept - -
y 21°28'35.59°E Pt Nizny Mirosov 11- 12
AV located, unkept 164 140

21°32'00.13"E

49°19'39.20"N
21°30'57.30"E
, 49°11'02.80"N .
25 | Okrdhle 21°32'58.80"E extinct 10 -

49°21'45.51"N supposedly

24 | Nizny Orlik

26R|Brikes 21°44'19.20"E located 26 2
Radomal - 66 -
49°11'52.70"N | nearly extinct, Radomall - 38 -

27 |Radoma omnr "
21°33'58.90"E unkept Radomal lll - 84 -
RadomalV - 57 -

. 49°16'29.41"N
28 | Rovné 21°30'56.92"E located, unkept 200 93

49°23'25.60"N | hardly identifiable,

29 [Roztoky 21°29'30.70°E unkept 6 6
I
31 | Svidnicka ;?Zii,g;gg,,’; located, unkept 4 4
32 \S/\)lll::]r;”;\-” dnik ;3:;3%503(1)”,'; located, well-kept 360 67
33 IS:l\lnzi;”;\;l dnik ;?i;igigg"’; located, well-kept 437 115
34 |Sarbov ;?2572?)2?5’; located, unkept 12 4
35 |Sarigsky Stiavnik 49°12'46.90°N supposedly extinct 19 17

21°33'35.00"E

49°10'37.60"N .
36 |Stefurov RS extinct 4 4

49°23'47.20"N | hardly identifiable,

37 | Vapenik 21°32'07.60"E unkept 16 7
38 [Vyzna Pisana ﬁé‘égigg'g hard'yui:f:;tﬁab'e' 21 15
o [osmramies | S |, |
40 |Vysny Mirosov g?:ﬁgl?g?;lz located, well-kept 210 170
41 |vyzny orlik g?;gigfé'; located, unkept v\gi;yoczlriﬁ::?; 1;0

Source: Slivkovd 2011, Slepcov 2011
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Image 3 War cemetery in Cernina Image 4 War cemetery in DIhona
Author: S. Slivkova Author: S. Slivkovad
DISCUSSION

Why do we need to develop activities connected to tourism in the area of interest?
Mentioned area has a high potential for the development of alternative forms of
tourism, specialized in military and war tasks. Based on the results of field research,
the main aim was to prepare documentation on spatial localization of the war cem-
eteries from the World War I in the Svidnik district, to sum up the current status of
these objects and then summarize the results into the relevant figures. Although the
Poddukliansky region has a rich war legacy, the current technical conditions of these
objects are alarming and in many cases these objects are on the edge of extinction.
Unless there are substantial changes in the direction of ensuring reinstating and
reconstruction of these objects, in a few decades we can consider about their total
extinction - due to poor technical conditions, as well as public indifference to pre-
serve these objects for the future generations, as a memento of war terror. In the
long term perspective, Svidnik district has the highest unemployment rate. In 2015,
the rate of registered unemployment inhabitants in the Svidnik district was 19.38%
(the second highest unemployment rate in the region and the sixth highest in Slo-
vakia). A sustainable ongoing high rate of unemployment has classified Svidnik
district to the less-developed districts of Slovakia. On August 31, 2016 the Cabinet
meeting took place in Svidnik. Consequently the Government passed a law “The
Action Plan of the Svidnik district development” (here in after AP) based on the Law
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no. 336/2015 Coll. on the support of the least developed districts and on amend-
ments to certain laws. The main objectives of AP is to create jobs with usage of local
natural and human resources, to ensure the economic potential of the district by
the favourable international position and to improve the business environment. AP
envisages the creation of 1418 jobs in the year 2020, of which 173 jobs would be
in tourism. According to AP, Svidnik district has development potential that can be
used on reducing of unemployment through the creation of sustainable jobs based
on these predispositions: advantage cross-border interconnections and developed
cross-border cooperation of municipalities, cooperation in field of labour, culture,
tourism, nature preservation, social contacts, etc., and the cross-border develop-
ment, particularly in the Carpathian Euroregion. In the branch of tourism, the AP
characterizes Svidnik, as a district with the idle potential of the cultural, historic and
natural wealth, the rich traditions of the festival, cultural and military heritage.

CONCLUSION

According to the terrain research realised in the municipalities of the Podduklian-
sky region, we have tried to register and describe the state of the war cemeteries
from the period of World War I. On the basis of field activities, we have pointed out
at the dominant spatial representation of these objects in the area of the Dukla
battlefield (Map 1) moreover at the rich war legacy of an observed area (Map 2).
Despite the demonstrable potential of all mentioned attributes, the region’s poten-
tial for tourism development is not sufficiently exploited. The current development
strategy of the Svidnik district has to solve the issue of tourism, especially following
weaknesses: poor technical state of cultural and historical monuments, the need to
develop acomplex tourism services, lack of tourism development strategy. Svidnik
district is not involved in any regional tourist organization; therefore the inflow of
financial resources for tourism development in a given area is limited - destination
management and destination marketing is absent. Tourism in the district has to be
oriented to building and improving the infrastructure, especially for guided tours,
eco-tourism and agro-tourism (pensions, catering, guide service, etc.). The implied
condition of tourism development is the involvement of Svidnik district to the na-
tional network of destination management, to be a membership in the regional
tourism organizations, respectively to create clusters in tourism.

Acknowledgement

Paper was written within the solution of scientific project KEGA 011PU-4/2017 ,Inte-
gration of teaching and increase of the content coherence of the related disciplines of
the specialized module of Regional development and regional policy”.

Folia Geographica, Volume 59, No. 1, 36-59, (2017) ¢ 57




¥

lm v The landscapes of death: relation between war, death and tourism

REFERENCES

ARIES, P. (1974). Western Attitudes toward Death from the Middle Ages to the Present.
Boston: The John Hopkin University Press.

BEDNARIK, R. (1972). Cintoriny na Slovensku. Bratislava: Slovenska akadémia vied.
ISBN 71-023-72.

BYSTRICKY, J. (2007). Dokumenty o vojnovych hroboch z 1. svetovej vojny vo
fondoch vojenského historického archivu. In: Prvd svetovd vojna - boje v Kar-
patoch. Zbornik prispevkov z medzindrodnej konferencie. Humenné: Redos,
s.29-32.ISBN 978-80-969233-5-9

CECH, V., KROKUSOVA, J. (2013). Antropogénna geomorfoldgia (antropogénne formy
reliéfu). PreSov: Presovska univerzita v PreSove. ISBN 978-80-555-1037-8

DAVIES, D. J. (2005). A Brief History of Death. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing Ltd. ISBN
978-80-7207-628-4.

DROBNAK, M., KORBA, M., TURIK, R. (2007). Cintoriny prvej svetovej vojny v Karpa-
toch. Humenné: Redos. ISBN 978-80-969233-3-5.

HALAJOVA, D. (2011). Hladanie identity pri obnove cintorinov. Nitra: SPU

HUNTINGTON, S. P. (1997). Der Kampf der Kulturen. The clash of Civilisation. Die Neu-
gestaltung der Weltpolitik in 21. Jahrhundert. Europaverlag Miinchen-Wien.
ISBN 9783203780016

HUPKOVA, M. (2008 - 2009). Prosttedi a kultura Ceskych hrbitova. In: Geografické

HUPKOVA, M. (2010). Pohibivani a hibitovy - reflexe kultury ¢eského venkova. In
Denik verejné sprdvy [onlinel. Praha, 2010 [cit. 2014-04-28]. Dostupné na inter-
nete: http://www.dvs.cz/clanek.asp?id=6462396

JEDRYSIAK, T., MIKOS VON ROHRSCHEIDT, A. (2011). Militarna turystyka kulturowa.
Warszawa: Polskie Wydawnictwo Ekonomiczne. ISBN 978-83-208-1952-6.

KAPISINSKA, V. (2009). Koneénost bytia a jej odraz v architekture a krajine. In: Zivot.
Ro¢. 43, ¢.5,s.251-256

KIRCHNER, K., SMOLOVA, 1. (2010). Zdklady antropogenni geomorfologie. Olomouc:
Univerzita Palackého. ISBN 978-80-244-2376-0

LAWIN, M., STASIAK A. (2009). Obiekty historyczno - wojskowe. Warszawa: Polskie
Wydawnictwo Ekonomiczne.

LEACH, E. (1961). Rethinking Anthropology. New York: The Athlone Press.

LENNON, J., FOLEY, M. (1996). Dark tourism. The Attraction of Death and Disaster.
Hampshire, United Kingdom: Cengage Learning EMEA. ISBN 978-0-8264-5064-7.

MADDRELL, A., SIDAWAY, J. D. (2010). Deathscapes: Spaces for Death, Dying, Mourn-
ing and Remembrance. Burlington, USA: Ashgate Publishing Company. ISBN
978-0-7546-7975-2.

MALINOVA, L. (2002). Kultura a smrt. Kulturné-antropologickd studie prostredi smrti
a umirdni: diplomovd prdca. Hradec Kralové: UHK

58 ¢ Folia Geographica, Volume 59, No. 1, 36-59, (2017)




¥

lm | Juliana Krokusova, Bibiana Mis¢ikova, Tomas Pasternadk, Silvia Slivkova

MALINOWSKI, B. (1974). Magic, Science and Religion and Other Essays. London: Sou-
venir Press.

MCcGINN, B. (1973). The Letter and the Spirit: Spirituality as an Academic Discipline.
London: Christian Spirituality Bulletin I.

MIHALIC, T. (1996). Tourism and warfare - the case of Slovenia. Chichester: John Wiley
and Sons.

MIKITA, M., a kol. (2005). Prvd svetovd vojna — Pozabudnuté cintoriny. Svidnik: Re-
giondlna rozvojova agentura. ISBN 80-967898-0.

MIKOS VON ROHRSCHEIDT, A. (2008). Turystyka kulturowa. Fenomen, potencjal, per-
spektywy. Gniezno: GnieZnieriska Wyzsza Szkola Humanistyczno-Menedzerska.
Rozhledy.Ro¢. 18, €. 4, s 8-9.1SSN 1210 — 3004.

SHARPLEY, R., STONE, P. R. (2009). The Darker Side of Travel. The Theory and Practice of
Dark Tourism. Bristol: Channel View Publications. ISBN 978-1-84541-115-2.

SLEPCQV, I. (2011). Vojenské cintoriny z prvej svetovej vojny na vychodnom Sloven-
sku - region Svidnik. In: I. Slepcov a B. Balaz, eds. Prvd svetovd vojna. Pozabudnu-
té cintoriny. ISBN 80-967898-8-0

SLIVKOVA, S. (2011). Ndvrh internetového web sprievodcu pre cintoriny I. sv. vojny
v okoli Svidnika: diplomovd prdca. Kosice: TUKE

SMITH, V. L. (1996). War and its Tourist Attractions. Brisbane: John Wiley and Sons.

STATISTICKY URAD SLOVENSKEJ REPUBLIKY. (2016). Datab4aza DATACUBE 2016.
[online]. 2016 http://datacube.statistics.sk/TM1WebSK/TM1WebLogin.aspx

STATISTICKY URAD SLOVENSKEJ REPUBLIKY. (2016). Databaza STATDAT 2016.
[online]. 2016 <http://statdat.statistics.sk/cognosext/cgi-bin/cognos.cgi?b_ac-
tion=xts.run&m=portal/cc.xts&gohome=>

TANAS, S. (2013). Tanatoturystyka. Od przestrzeni $mierci do przestrzeni turystycznej.
Lédz: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Lodzkiego. ISBN 978-83-7525-924-7.

URAD VLADY SR PODPORA NAJMENEJ ROZVINUTYCH OKRESOV. Akény plan
rozvoja okresu Svidnik. online]. (2016). Dostupné na internete:http://www.nro.
vlada.gov.sk/svidnik/

USTREDIE PRACE, SOCIALNYCH VECi A RODINY. Mesa¢né Statistiky. [online]. (2016).
Dostupné na internete: http://www.upsvar.sk/statistiky/nezamestnanost-mes-
acne-statistiky.html?page_id=1254

Folia Geographica, Volume 59, No. 1, 36-59, (2017) ¢ 59






